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BETTY WHITE’S BIRTHDAY 
Animal right activist / actress, Betty White would have turned 100 years 

young on January 17th, but sadly, passed away on December 31st.  Shortly 

after her death social media started trending the “Betty White Challenge” 

encouraging people to donate $5 to their favorite Shelter or Rescue in her 

name on the 17th. 

 

Obviously, we noticed the trend, but we are in the midst of our Valentine ’s 

Day Raffle sales, so didn’t feel comfortable posting anything asking you to 

make us part of 

the Challenge. 

We should have 

known that we 

really didn’t 

need to say any-

thing as our 

community took 

it upon them-

selves to accept 

the Challenge! 

Since our Face-

book post on 

January 18th, 

we’ve received even more donations in Betty’s name. Approximately 100 do-

nors have given us $2,700 and we can never thank you enough.  
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Wagging  

tails  

will 

never  

disappoint   



Michelle Arnold is from Wisconsin originally, but 

moved to the Wakefield area about 2-1/2 years 

ago. She started working at HOPE 2 years ago as 

a kennel attendant, but has added “Volunteer 

Coordinator” to her job description. Her first big 

event to line up volunteers  was for Festival Iron-

wood and we think she did a great job for us!   

 

Michelle got married this past summer. She does 

have a son and 3 grandkids too. Currently, she 

has one rescue dog at home.  She likes to be out-

doors in the summer and enjoys a little garden-

ing and raises chickens (pets, not food!) but en-

joys the eggs the chickens produce.  

 

Current HOPE dogs, Nala and Otto are Michelle’s “special training projects” 

right now. She’s  asked her husband to build a box like Jas from Canine Inter-

vention (Netflix) uses in training dogs and wants to try some of his techniques 

to help us have calmer and better behaved dogs—which should make them 

more adoptable!    

Featured Employees!  

Leigha Metzger is one of 

our newest employees; 

she’s been with HOPE for 

just over a year. She cur-

rently has 2 dogs & 5 

cats at home—Beni, the 

dog, is a HOPE adoptee, 

but most of the others 

are also rescues in some 

fashion, including some 

from barn cat litters.  

 

Leigha says what she 

appreciates about work-

ing for the Shelter is 

“that it doesn’t feel like 

work!” You’ll find Leigha 

working with both dogs 

& cats at the Shelter and 

of course, cleaning ken-

nels, feeding animals and 

the usual array of paper-

work involved with Shel-

ters. 

 

Her family returned to 

Ironwood in 2012 after 

moving every 3 years as 

part of being an Air Force 

family.  She enjoys fish-

ing with her Dad and 

tries to be out in a boat 

or at least by a lake with 

her dogs in the summer 

months, but admits she’s 

not real fond of the win-

ter cold!  
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Breakfast Buffet in April; it all de-

pends on CDC Guidelines, but we’re 

hoping to be able to hold the spring 

breakfast and raffle event.  It’s been 

very popular with our Shelter sup-

porters. What’s better than pan-

cakes, sausages, eggs and baked 

goods along with taking a chance on 

raffle drawings for all the great items 

we offer?  Lots of gift certificates, art 

work, items for your home or yard, 

definitely some dog & cat items, 

bottles of wine…….you name it, 

we’ve had it donated to us. There’s a 

wide variety to choose from, every-

one should find something they’d like 

to buy a raffle ticket for!  

 

***   Fundraiser Committee meeting 

Feb 9th to discuss the Breakfast 

Buffet.  *** 

 

 

June and August have been the brat 

grill  events at Super One and Pat’s 

IGA—crossing our fingers to start 

again with those events. 

 

Music in the Park in Manitowish 

Waters kindly asks us to participate a 

couple times per summer. Again, we 

look forward to being on their calen-

dar. 

Upcoming Events 
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In the planning stages 

  

 

 

 

 

Saturday, November 6, 2021: Join HOPE 

at the Volunteer Fair, along with many 

other non-profit organizations in our 

community. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We returned to $100 tickets for the big-

ger cash prizes after running the raffle in 

2021 with $20 tickets. We did have 

great feedback about the lower price 

and cash prizes, but the Board decided 

to return to the original raffle rules.  

 

The Valentine’s Day Raffle is typically 

our largest fundraiser of the year and 

we appreciate everyone—individual or  

business— who buys a ticket!  

 

If you don’t want to spend $100, why 

not ask friends, family or co-workers to 

share the cost and the prize?  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Drawing at 5 pm on February 14, 2022 

at the Shelter. Winning tickets always 

drawn by a member of the community 

who has not purchased a ticket. 

  

1st prize = $3,000; 2nd prize = $500 (2); 

3rd prize = $300 (3) 

 

You’ll be notified by phone the evening 

of the 14th and winners will also be 

posted on our Facebook page.  



Census Data 

 

4 

2021 Dogs  Puppies Cats Kittens Combined 

On hand (avg per 

month) 

9 0 20 22 51 

Impounded 158 8 101 40 307 

Surrendered 29 2 30 17 78 

Adopted 46 2 82 62 192 

Reclaimed 137 8 19 0 164 

Euthanized/Died 0 0 E-4, D-1 D-3 8 

Transferred  0 0 0 0 0 

Remember HOPE is a “no kill” shelter, but some animals are brought  to us with 

physical conditions that won’t allow for a continuing good quality of life and we 

need to make euthanasia decisions  on their behalf.  Transfers to or from other 

shelters happen occasionally for a variety of reasons.  

Most of the shelter activity revolves around dogs and cats found roaming loose 

and brought in by local law enforcement or caring good citizens. Numbers are 

fairly close between ’20 & ’21, although there were a lot more litters of kittens 

this past year—remember we offer low-cost Spay/Neuter vouchers!   

2020 Dogs  Puppies Cats Kittens Combined 

On hand (avg per 

month) 

8 0 18 19 45 

Impounded 155 0 99 74 328 

Surrendered 13 0 6 0 19 

Adopted 40 0 76 51 167 

Reclaimed 129 0 28 0 157 

Euthanized/Died E-1 0 E-3 D-6 10 

Transferred  1 0 0 0 1 



When I look into the eyes of an animal, I do not see an animal. I see a living be-
ing. I see a friend. I feel a soul.—Anthony Douglas Williams 

Kathy Zumbrock is our Shelter Manager; but she’s 

done pretty much ALL the jobs at the Shelter. She 

is currently in her 18th year of working for 

H.O.P.E.   

 

Over the years, Kathy has adopted 3 cats from 

the Shelter; Bert has since passed, but she still 

has Rory & Riley at home. She had dogs when she 

was a child, but has become more “team cat” as 

an adult! Kathy’s from the Delta County area, but 

has lived in Ironwood for about 20 years. She & 

her husband enjoy camping and fishing whenever 

they get the chance.   

Kathy is pictured with front office cat Toothless. 

Randy Kirchhoff is our Shelter 

Director. He’s been with us 

since 2002 and is likely our 

most recognizable “face of the 

shelter” to the general public.  

Randy’s been in Ironwood 

since 1991, but was originally 

from Chicago and is an avid 

sports follower of all teams 

Chicago!! He and his wife, Deb-

bie have a total of 5 grandkids 

they enjoy spending time with.  

Throw in a little camping, fish-

ing, and bicycling and Randy 

leads a busy life.  

 

In the past, he rescued one 

stray cat and has adopted 2 

from H.O.P.E. and has fostered 

numerous dogs over his 20 

years with us.  

 

Pictured with visitor Max, a 2012 

alumnus of HOPE. 
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More Employees! 

 
 

We typically have a “wish list” of necessary 

products on our website—please check out 

the Welcome page at 

www.hopeanimalshelter.org for ideas. 

 

You can drop off wish list items, a check or 

cash at the shelter during regular business 

hours. If you want to mail a check, send to: 

 

HOPE Animal Shelter 

PO Box 261 

Ironwood, MI 49938  

 

Use the DONATE button on our website. 

Paypal will take a one-time donation or you 

can set up monthly donations.  

 

All donations are used for the daily opera-

tions of the shelter.  

 

If you would like to donate anything to the 

Iron King Dog Park (corner of Bonnie & Ayer 

streets), please designate “dog park” on your 

check or drop a donation into the box at the 

entrance into the park.  HOPE maintains that 

park in conjunction with the Friends of the 

Miners Memorial Heritage Park; those funds 

are kept separate from HOPE Animal Shelter.  

 

Donating to HOPE  



Board meetings are the 4th Tuesday of every month. If you think you might 

ever be interested in serving on the Board, please attend a couple meet-

ings to see if it would fit in your life. Meeting are 5:30 pm, 4th Tuesdays at 

the IPSD building. 

 

You could also help by just belonging to a Committee; it ’s good to have 

people help us with fresh ideas or just logistics of planning events.  Com-

mittees that could use some help: 

Fundraising & Public Relations 

Building & Grounds 

Spay/Neuter Program  

 

Board Member or Committee Interest? 590 Easy Street 
Ironwood, MI 49938 

HOPE Animal Shelter is a 501(c)3 

private, non-profit organization 

dedicated to the care of the animals 

of Gogebic County Michigan and Iron 

County Wisconsin. We are the area’s 

only animal shelter, providing  food 

and medical care to over 500 dogs 

and cats each year. As a “no time 

limits” shelter for domestic dogs and 

cats; HOPE cares for them for as long 

as they need us and each animal 

receives compassionate care from 

staff and volunteers while they wait 

to be reunited with their families or 

to find a new forever home.  

PLEASE  
PLACE  
STAMP  
HERE 

H.O.P.E. Animal Shelter 

590 Easy Street 

Ironwood, MI 49938 

 
 

 

 

Phone:  

906-932-1511 

E-mail: 

myhopeanimalshelter@gmail.com 
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