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Welcome to our first newsletter!
A little background about us: HOPE opened in 1992 and since 1998 has been
partially funded by taxes from Gogebic County, MI and Iron County, WI and
by various fundraising events conducted each year, along with donations received from individuals and businesses throughout the area.
We receive tax monies quarterly from Gogebic County and annually from Iron
County. Some of the funds allow for a dedicated Animal Control Officer with
the remainder coming to HOPE for our operating expenses.
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HOPE’S annual Valentine’s Day Raffle: for more than 15 years. We generally
sell 100 tickets at $100 each and payout one-half of the money earned from
tickets sold to the top 6 winners. Last year (during Covid shutdowns) we
changed the raffle to sell 200 tickets at $20 each. We’ll decide soon how we’ll
offer tickets for 2022.
We’ve loved doing a Breakfast Buffet at the Elk & Hound for the past several
years, usually in April. Good food and lots of items get donated to run a basket-bid drawing, plus we include a 50/50 drawing. We’re looking forward to
getting back to the Breakfast Buffet next spring!
We have a pet info booth at Festival Ironwood (selling HOPE t-shirts, sweatshirts and hats) and also run a food booth.
HOPE tries to do a bratwurst/hamburger grill out at Pat’s IGA in Hurley and/
or Super One in Ironwood every summer, plus we do the same at Music in
the Park in Manitowish Waters once or twice per season.
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Wagging
tails
will
never
disappoint

Volunteers!
We can’t survive
without our regular
volunteers. Nancy
Sass, pictured here
with Chief, has been
a dog walker for
HOPE for over 10
years and a member
on the Board of Directors for almost as
long as that!
She usually comes in at least 4 to 5
days per week to take a number of

dogs out for a hike, giving them a
chance to sniff stuff and stretch their
legs, plus learn a bit about good
leash manners. Exercise is so important to any animal’s physical and
mental well being; we can’t thank
Nancy enough for being a regular
volunteer. She loves all the dogs, but
admits to a special spot in her heart
for any of the Hound Dogs that
we’ve housed and adopted out over
the years; Skeeter & Lady earned
special mention as dogs she’ll never
forget.

“Maybe I can’t make a difference for all animals, but I can make all the
difference for some of them” - unknown.

More Volunteers!
Bruce Jackson, with Nala, has been a volunteer
with HOPE for 17 (count ‘em...SEVENTEEN!!) years.
He’s a regular in the very, very early shift with
getting all the dogs taken outside for the first potty
trip of the day. Bruce shows up pretty much 7 days
a week.
He’s also been known for occasionally taking a dog
home overnight or for a car ride while he runs
some errands. Bruce understands the value of a
change in scenery to a dog’s state of mind.
He also stops in the cat room to visit most days and
has spent time with some of the more scared cats
that may have been running loose for a long time.
Acclimating them back to human interaction again
helps us be able to get them good new homes.
Bruce and Nancy are just two of our volunteers
who we depend on and appreciate so much.
Look for more volunteer highlights in upcoming
issues.
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In the planning stages

Upcoming Events

Breakfast Buffet in April; it all depends on CDC Guidelines, but we’re
hoping to be able to hold the spring
breakfast and raffle event. It’s been
very popular with our Shelter supporters. What’s better than pan-

Friday, November 5, 2021: Furry Friday
at Downtown Ironwood First Friday,

cakes, sausages, eggs and baked
goods along with taking a chance on
raffle drawings for all the great items
we offer? Lots of gift certificates, art
work, items for your home or yard,

Check the Events tab at
https://www.facebook.com/
IronwoodChamber
for more info on First Friday

definitely some dog & cat items,
bottles of wine…….you name it,
we’ve had it donated to us. There’s a
wide variety to choose from, everyone should find something they’d like
to buy a raffle ticket for!

June and August have been the brat

grill events at Super One and Pat’s
IGA—crossing our fingers to start
again with those events.

Music in the Park in Manitowish
Waters kindly asks us to participate a

Saturday, November 6, 2021: Join HOPE
at the Volunteer Fair, along with many
other non-profit organizations in our
community.

couple times per summer. Again, we
look forward to being on their calendar.

Monday, February 14, 2022: HOPE’s
annual Valentine’s Day raffle drawing.
Tickets go on sale in January.
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Census Data
Do numbers bore you? Might want to skip this page
then! But it really is important information to help you
understand exactly what the H.O.P.E Animal Shelter
does 365 days of the year.
We can provide you with detailed information broken
down by month and by Gogebic vs. Iron counties, but
because we don’t want to cause your eyes to glaze
over, we’ll just give you summary data for 2020:

Dogs

Puppies

Cats

Kittens

Combined

On hand (avg per 8
month)

0

18

19

45

Impounded

155

0

99

74

328

Surrendered

13

0

6

0

19

Adopted

40

0

76

51

167

Reclaimed

129

0

28

0

157

Euthanized/Died E-1

0

E-3

D-6

10

Transferred

0

0

0

1

1

Remember HOPE is a “no kill” shelter, but some animals are brought to us with physical conditions that won’t
allow for a continuing good quality of life and we need to make euthanasia decisions on their behalf. Transfers to or from other shelters happen occasionally for a variety of reasons.
Most of the shelter activity revolves around dogs and cats found roaming loose and brought in by local law
enforcement or caring good citizens. Only about half the lost animals were reclaimed in 2020, but the number
of adoptions is so very encouraging for all staff and volunteers who help care for them.
We should have the 2021 data compiled by our next newsletter in February.
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Featured Employees
Brandy Morrison started with HOPE in 2017 and
had an additional part time job. By 2019, the other
job asked her to work full time and she accepted
that offer, BUT she can’t seem to give up working at
HOPE all together! So you’ll find Brandy at HOPE on
various weekends; she handles it all from cleaning,
feeding, adoptions, surrenders and all the paperwork involved!
She’s adopted a couple cats from HOPE and another from CHA (Ashland) and most importantly, Brandy adopted Bart, who spent almost 7 years at the
shelter. He is rather a “special needs” character and
found his person in Brandy. If you see Brandy at the shelter, tell her congratulations on recently becoming a new home owner!
Donating to HOPE

All pets deserve respect, love and kindness.
We typically have a “wish list” of necessary
products on our website—please check out
the Welcome page at
www.hopeanimalshelter.org for ideas.

made her shed some
tears when adopted and
Luca, who she wanted to
adopt herself, but the
timing just didn’t work
out.

Jamie Gerbig is coming up on a full 3
years with HOPE this December. She
has a teenager and a toddler, so her
life is busy. Right now, her family has
a couple dogs and 3 cats. Three of
those pets (Chica, Alto & Blizzard)
were adopted from HOPE.
Jamie has had some favorites in a
husky mix named Peppermint, who

When I spoke to Jamie
and Brandy at the shelter, someone was just
picking up a dog they
adopted and the ladies
had to make sure they
took photos of themselves with the new adoptee before
they let him go to his new home.
It’s not “just a job” for these HOPE
employees!

You can drop off wish list items, a check or
cash at the shelter during regular business
hours. If you want to mail a check, send to:

HOPE Animal Shelter
PO Box 261
Ironwood, MI 49938

Use the DONATE button on our website.
Paypal will take a one-time donation or you
can set up monthly donations.

All donations are used for the daily operations of the shelter.

If you would like to donate anything to the
Iron King Dog Park (corner of Bonnie & Ayer
streets), please designate “dog park” on your
check or drop a donation into the box at the
entrance into the park. HOPE maintains that
park in conjunction with the Friends of the
Miners Memorial Heritage Park; those funds
are kept separate from HOPE Animal Shelter.
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590 Easy Street
Ironwood, MI 49938

…….Welcome to our first newsletter!

HOPE Animal Shelter is a 501(c)3

<—- from page 1

private, non-profit organization
dedicated to the care of the animals
of Gogebic County Michigan and Iron

HOPE and Friends of the Miners Memorial Heritage Park join together for
the annual Hound Dog Hike in mid-September to raise funds strictly for the
Iron King Dog Park to maintain & improve the park.

County Wisconsin. We are the area’s
only animal shelter, providing food
and medical care to over 500 dogs

and cats each year. As a “no time
limits” shelter for domestic dogs and
cats; HOPE cares for them for as long

With the support of the Chambers of Commerce in both Ironwood and
Hurley, along with many other organizations and businesses who have donated to HOPE by running meat raffles and fundraising by playing softball
or bowling, we’ve benefited from MANY community-minded people—
small towns are great for looking out for one another!

as they need us and each animal
receives compassionate care from
staff and volunteers while they wait
to be reunited with their families or
to find a new forever home.
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